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interest for me. What I am going to tell you of is not Taoism
the degenerate and idolatrous mythology which exists at present,
but Taoism the pure and lofty philosophy which arose two-'
thousand years ago, when a wave of inspiration seems to have
swept over the entire civilized world, bringing with it that rest-
lessness and vague though earnest expectation of something
better yet to come, some epoch-making discovery or revelation of
\vhich the previous agitation was a harbinger, that is ever present
in periods marked by great intellectual upheavals, and when
schools of learning were in process of establishment under
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, destined to exert an influence
upon the world, npt for that age merely, Jmt for all time. The
great movement which took place in Europe five hundred years
before Christ was accompanied by a corresponding movement,
.nlmost as great, almost as far-reaching, in a country whose very
existence was a dream to the scholars of Greece and Rome; and
foremost in time, if not in speculative and metaphysical power,
among the leaders of thought in China, was the Old Philosopher
who, wearying of official cares, devoted the best portion of his
life to the study of abstract ideas, and became the acknowledged
founder of Taoism, or the Doctrine of the Tao.

Now, in order to find out what Taoism really is, we must
devote our attention to the word, or character, "Tao" itself.
This is composed of two parts, meaning respectively "head" and
st to go." I do not think that this analysis will help us very far.
As regards its meaning, we find that it is susceptible of several
translations, according to the context and the sense in which the
word is used. Primarily it means a Road or Way. It is also
employed in composition as the verb "to speak." Thirdly, it
signifies Principle, or Doctrine, The trifling fact that it is sus-
ceptible of at least half-a-dozen other meanings, none of which
are cognate to the present inquiry, need not delay us here. It
is used in the Classics in the sense of the Right Path in which
one ought to go, while many European scholars have boldly
translated it Reason, thereby identifying it with the Platonic
Logos. What is the truth about the matter, and how shall we
be best able to find it out ?

Well, the position we take up is a very simple one. To put it
algebraically, Tao is the %, or unknown quantity, that we have
to find. And the first thing to be done is to see what is pre-
dicated of this mysterious Thing ; how it is described; with
what attributes it is credited; where it is to be found; whence
it sprang, how it exists, and what its functions are. Then we
may find ourselves in a position to discover what it is that
answers to these particulars, and profanely to give a name to